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Interviewer: Stephanie de Silva
TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
What years were you a part of CSD?
Dr. Berardino was a part of USF CSD from 1973- 2010. He retired 8 years ago from an
adjunct faculty appointment.
What was your role (if student, what was your major?)?
Dr. Berardino became a student at USF after he served in the Vietnam War. He originally
came to USF because he was very interested in the journalism department. USF was issuing
a daily newspaper at the time (most universities at the time only issued a weekly paper) and
he thought it would be a great opportunity to get a lot of practice with his writing skills. He
participated in an internship with the USF Radio and TV and learned so much about
journalism at the internship, but his classes were not challenging enough because he was
already doing most of the things that he was learning about in class. For this reason, he
began searching for a different field of study and came upon the speech program. He met
with a faculty member from the communicology department to speak about his options and
he discovered that audiology was more appealing to him. He was a student in
communicology from 1973-1976. He graduated from USF and began his work at the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Dr. Berardino later returned to USF to obtain a
master’s degree in public health and a doctorate in audiology.
Why did you choose USF CSD?
Dr. Berardino originally chose USF because he had heard good things about the journalism
program.
What did the facilities at and surrounding area look like?
Dr. Berardino stated that the first classes were hosted in an old apartment building on
Fletcher Avenue that students referred to as “Mildew Manor”. The building was very musty
with small offices. Dr. Berardino stated that he once asked his professor where the
recording cameras were for the clinic and the faculty member explained that he could watch
the session through a small hole in the door. According to Dr. Berardino, around 1974 CSD
moved over to the social sciences building and it was an improvement. It had recording
facilities and a student room that was totally glassed in that they referred to as the “fish
bowl”. It was a small but useful space for students to talk with each other. The social
sciences building came, our current building, which Dr. Berardino considers a huge
accomplishment. He stated that in the early stages of having the new building, Dr. Guilford
and himself discussed and established a space for audiology on the ground floor of the new
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CSD building that would be an extension of the VA. Dr. Berardino established three sound
booths and offices there. The audiologists saw real patients and most of the interns were
students from USF.
What was the atmosphere like?
The atmosphere was very good according to Dr. Berardino. He explained that everyone
functioned well together. People were very cooperative and the faculty members were
excellent. He mentioned that there was some tension here and there but it existed at a
healthy level.
Dr. Berardino also mentioned that he unknowingly began his career as an extern when he
was assigned to the VA. He got along well with the VA staff and they asked him to stay on.
He recently retired after 35 years of working at the very same VA. For this reason, Dr.
Berardino encourages students to take their externships seriously.
Who were the major community partners?
Dr. Berardino recalled there being partnerships with ENT offices, the VA, and other
hospitals.
Who else was part of the department? How many students and programs?
Dr. Berardino could not recall numbers but mentioned that it was considered a large
program at the time.
Who was Chair?
Dr. Arthur Guilford
How has CSD changed?
He noted that the scope/size and quality of the program has increased as well as having
more faculty from a variety of educational institutions.
What are your favorite memories?
Dr. Berardino stated that CSD was a very interesting and active department. He mentioned
that Dr. David Shepherd was the main faculty at the time and the Au.D. students and the
faculty got along great. He explained that the campus activities were great and that his
cohort was a party group. The students did many things together including attending a party
at Dr. Shepherd’s house together and renting sail boats. He is still in touch with many of his
classmates as they have remained close throughout the 30+ years.
Last words that you would like to leave behind
Dr. Berardino wanted to express his gratitude for the quality education, the superb location
of the school, the great faculty, and for all those who participated in the program. CSD has
given him a lifelong and great career. He is also grateful for the fact that the university is
still involved in his care and is an important part of the medical community. Dr. Berardino
stated that 99% of his memories are good and he considers USF as a great place to go to
school.
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